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“To those who are struggling. To talk about a 

struggle, you're likely to forget about it. To be 

shown a struggle, you're likely not to forget it. 

But, to live through a struggle, you'll understand 

it.”
Trafficking in Nigeria― Valerie Owens





Push/Pull factors  of Human Trafficking
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Who is at risk ?

• Victims of domestic violence (any age, gender)

• Victims of bullying and abuse

• Victims of sexual abuse

• Persons in poverty/need

• Single-parent and dysfunctional families

• Naive/overprotected children

• Transgender

•Anyone can be trafficked



Violence against women manifests itself as physical, 
sexual, emotional and economic

The most universally common forms include:

• domestic and intimate partner violence 

• sexual violence (including rape)

• Human trafficking and sexual exploitation

• sexual harassment

• emotional/psychological violence

• child marriage

• female genital mutilation/cutting



Trinidad and Tobago Statistics (% of Female VOTs)

• 84% (2013)

• 80% (2014)

• 89% (2015)

• 85% (2016)

(This is slightly more than the global average of 70-80 % 
women and girls)

• Majority age range is 18 to 29 years



Recruitment/Grooming Methods



Key Questions Used to Identify Victims of Trafficking

• How did you get here?

• Where do you live, eat and sleep?

• Do you owe someone money?

• Is someone keeping your legal/travel documents?

• Were you threatened if you tried to leave?

• Has your family been threatened?

• Were you ever physically abused?

• Were you ever forced to stay in one place?

• Who are you afraid of?



Travel Indicators for HT Victims

• Often pose as family members, no resemblance, not from the same district

• They do not know travel route

• They know very little about the country

• If accompanied, the next person usually answers the questions



Communication Tips 

• Most victims fear deportation

• Many of these victims’ current situation may actually be better than where 
they came from. Therefore, it will be important for you to convey to the 
victim that they are safe and that they will not be deported. 

• Do not ask “Are you a slave?”; “Are you a trafficking victim?” 





Ministry of National Security Response to Violence Against Women:

1. The Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons Especially Women 

and Children, supplementing the United Nations Convention against Transnational 

Organised Crime (2000): 

- Signed in 2001 and ratified in 2007

- proclamation of the T&T TiPs Act Chapter 12:10 in January 2013, to give effect 

to this Protocol

2. The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (1979): 

- Signed in 1985 and ratified in 1990

- in 2016, the CTU contributed to T&T submissions to the  UN Committee on the 

Elimination of Violence Against Women (UN CEDAW)

- in 2017, CTU contributed to T&T submission on CEDAW’s Draft General 

Recommendation No. 35 on Gender-Related Dimensions of Disaster Risk 

Reduction in a Changing Climate, on Thematic Issue H - GBVAW













Movie Screenings







Call for Help



CTU on Social Media

Countertraffickingunit TT @ctu_mnstt Counter Trafficking Unit TT

countertraffickingunit@gmail.com

mailto:countertraffickingunit@gmail.com

